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Violence, including homicide, has increasingly been recognized as a public health problem requiring public
health solutions after reaching epidemic proportions in the United States during the 1980s among specific
segments of the population (e.g., youth). Violence is devastating for individuals and families and also has
negative economic and social impacts on communities. Homicide is the act of one human killing another.
This fact sheet includes all homicides in Sacramento County, regardless of perpetrator intent or legal
category of homicide (e.g., manslaughter). There were 971 homicides victims in the County in the past ten
years, with an average of 97 homicide deaths each year.
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Table 1: Homicide Deaths by Sex of Victim and Mechanism of
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homicides in which the victim was male. Firearms 49.4% 69.9% 66.2%
Sharp Object 13.1% 9.9% 10.5%
Suffocation/Hanging 8.5% 1.1% 2.5%
Other 29.0% 19.0% 20.8%
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